Evaluation of bleomycin, chlorozotocin, MGBG, and bruceantin in patients with advanced soft tissue sarcoma, bone sarcoma, or mesothelioma.
Patients with objectively measurable soft tissue sarcoma, bone sarcoma, or mesothelioma who had failed at least one prior chemotherapy regimen received either bleomycin (20 U/M2 i.v. day 1 each week), chlorozotocin (150 mg/M2 i.v. q6 weeks), MGBG (500 mg/M2 i.v. each week, escalated in 50 mg/M2 weekly increments to a maximum dose of 700 mg/M2), or bruceantin (5.5 mg/M2 days 1, 8, 15, and 22, with cycles repeated every 6 weeks). One hundred eighty patients were evaluable: 53 on bleomycin, 51 on chlorozotocin, 38 on MGBG, and 38 on bruceantin. Two partial responses resulted from bleomycin, and one each from chlorozotocin and MGBG. Both responders on bleomycin had mesothelioma. Seventy-four percent of the patients were of ECOG performance status 0 or 1, and over half on each arm had moderate or worse toxicity. At these doses and schedules, none of the four drugs tested was active against previously treated sarcomas. Bleomycin, however, should be considered for further evaluation in mesothelioma patients.